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GALAPAGOS COMMENTARY
GALAPAGOS FUR SEAL COMMON NAME
The pinnipeds, including the eared seals (family Otariidae),
the “true” seals (family Phocidae) and the walrus (family
Odobenidae), are mammals in the order Carnivora.
According to most recent studies, sub-familial divisions
within the Otariidae (fur seals Arctocephalinae and sea
lions Otariinae) are no longer recognized (Rice 1998,
Wynen et al. 2001, Brunner 2003). Nevertheless, the
common names “fur seal” and “sea lion” persist in the
literature, primarily for convenience and familiarity.
There are two otariid taxa on the Galapagos, namely
the Galapagos Fur Seal Arctocephalus australis galapagoensis
and the Galapagos Sea Lion Zalophus californianus wollebaeki
(Brunner 2003). Over the years, naturalists from the
Galapagos have generally been consistent in the applica-
tion of these common names for the two pinnipeds on the
islands. Most scientific and quasi-scientific publications
on marine mammals support the application of Galapagos
Fur Seal as the common name for A. a. galapagoensis (King
1983, Gentry 1987, Reeves et al. 1992, 2002, Bonner 1994,
Dellinger & Trillmich 1999, Brunner 2003).
Recently, the name “fur sea lion” has surfaced as an
additional name for A. a. galapagoensis, in an attempt to
recognize that fur seals do not belong to the true seals
Phocidae, and this name recently appeared in print
(Charles Darwin Foundation 2004). However, “fur sea
lion” is misleading and inconsistent with the longstanding
nomenclature used for Arctocephalus spp. Outside of
Galapagos, the name “fur sea lion” has not been applied
to any other pinniped. In light of the overwhelming use
of the common names “fur seal” and “sea lion”, there is no
justification for using any common name for A. a.
galapagoensis other than Galapagos Fur Seal.
Special thanks are due to Thomas Dellinger, Randall
Reeves and Fritz Trillmich who kindly reviewed the
original draft of this note and provided us with valuable
suggestions. We also thank John Simcox, librarian at the
Charles Darwin Research Station, for his valuable
assistance.
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